
Blacknose shiner (Notropis heterolepis)
Stout body, with a bulging abdomen and a dark lateral band

which extends accross the body and to the snout.

Common shiner (Notropis cornutus)
Relatively stout, silvery, and has a large mouth 

and   triangular head.

Golden shiner (Notemigonus crysoleucas)
Readily identified by its over-all golden hue, deep triangular-shaped

body, and small pointed head.

Spottail shiner (Notropis hudsonius)
A black spot on the tail is one of the few characteristics

which distinguish the spottail from the blacknose.

Northern redbelly dace
(Chrosomus eos)

Can be distinguished from other minnows by a dis-
tinct dark lateral band separating their dark, almost

black backs from their lighter bellies. 

Creek chub (Semotilus atromaculatus)
A black spot at the beginning of the dorsal fin distinguishes

this minnow from other baitfish.

Bluntnose minnow (Pimephales notatus)
Elongate, tubular body with a broad, bluntly triangular head,
and a rounded, blunt snout.  A lateral band runs from  base

of tail to head.

White sucker (Catostomus commersoni)
Torpedo-shaped bodies; large, coarse, white scales; and overhanging, thick

fleshy lips, which form a sucker mouth.

Fathead minnow (Pimephales promelas)
Has a relatively short, thick-set body, often with a pronounced

belly, a fat head, and a small mouth. 

Cutlips minnow (Exoglossum maxillingua)
Stout body with a short head and a distinctive 3-lobed jaw.     The

centre lobe is tongue-like and rests in the upper jaw.

Central mudminnow (Umbra limi)
Robust body, flatter beyond the dorsal fin, a prominent

vertical bar at the base of the tail.

Lake chub (Couesius plumbeus)
Slender body with leaden silvery sides and short head.

Its snout projects slightly over its upper lip.

Pearl dace (Semotilus margarita)
Dusky-silver, with slightly larger scales. Elongated

and tubular in shape.

Finescale dace (Chrosomus neogaeus)
Dark brown back, with an olive-green or gold lateral stripe
above a distinct lateral band which runs across the body,

through the eye, and ends in a caudal spot. 

BAITFISHONTARIO’S 
COMMON

Emerald shiner (Notropis atherinoides)
The slender, fragile-looking body, large eye, and blue-green
or green irridescent back of the emerald shiner set it apart

from other shiners.


